Interview Guide

Kids in School

The purpose of the Medicaid Infrastructure Grant (MIG) grant is to design an inclusive workplace for the future that will accommodate a diverse workforce including people with disabilities.  Your input is very important to us in this process.
1. We are interested in learning about the transition from school to work, so we are starting with some questions about your school experiences.  Think about your school experiences.  Please describe the role your school plays in preparing you for employment. [probe: are there specific people who help, e.g., a guidance counselor?]

2. Are you taking any classes that will help you get a job?

3. Please describe the role your parents play in preparing you for employment.  [For example, do they encourage you to get a job or help you find a job?]

4. What do your family and friends think about you working (now or in the future)?  [Probe: do they feel you should be currently working, working more, working less, or not working at all?  Has anyone ever advised you not to work?]

5. What prevents people with disabilities or special needs from getting the jobs that they want? [Probe: need for accommodations]

6. If you aren’t working, how will you go about finding a job? 

7. How will you go about finding an appropriate community college or university?

8. How much of your talents and skills do you use in your school?

9. Please describe the supports or job accommodations you have used at school. [probe: what types of Assistive Technology, if any, have you used to go to school?]

10. Please describe any experiences you have had with personal assistants or home health aides at school. 

11. If you could have one additional thing in your life that would better prepare you for employment or higher education, what would be?  Is it too late to have it?  Why?

12. Outside of school, how do you participate in your community? [Probe – club member, recreation, church, volunteering]

13. If you feel that you would like to participate more in your community, what kind of supports would you need to do so?

14. Are you able to participate in extra-curricular activities as much as you want?   Please tell us more about that. [For Focus Group leader: we are trying to get at the system’s capacity to include them and barriers they face, not so much a list of activities: probe for positive and negative]

15. In school, are you able to participate in regular education classes as much as you want to?

16. What difficulties do you experience traveling to and from school?

Finish with this question:

17. Is there anything else you would like to add?
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